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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

• If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply vinthin the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 27 October 2003 . 
2a)\3 Tfiis action is FINAL. 2b)IEI This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-6, & 9-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Liu (US 5,931,813.) Liu discloses a destructible barrel used in a syringe, comprising: a 
body for containing an injection fluid, the body having a first end and a second end; a 
needle seat connected to the first end of the body through a connection portion; and a 
destruction device being movably engaged with the first end of the body; wherein, 
responsive to an user operation, the destruction device breaks the connection portion to 
destructively separate the needle seat from the body. (Claims 1-4, Fig. 1) 
Regarding claim 2, Liu discloses the destructible barrel wherein the needle seat and the 
body are molded as an integral one-piece casting. (Fig. 1) 

Regarding claim 3, Liu discloses the destructible barrel wherein the destruction device 
includes a knob being rotatably engaged with the first end of the body. (Fig. 1, #26) 
Regarding claim 4, Liu discloses the destructible barrel wherein the needle seat further 
comprises a first spiral surface and the knob further comprises a second spiral surface 
corresponding to the first spiral surface. (Fig. 1) 

Regarding claim 5, Liu discloses the destructible barrel wherein the user operation 
comprises rotating the knob to make the second spiral surface push against the first 
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spiral surface, and the connection portion is broken consequently to separate the 
needle seat from the body. (Fig. 3 & 4) 

Regarding claim 6, Liu discloses the destructible barrel wherein the needle seat further 
comprises a plurality of first spiral surfaces, and the knob further comprises a plurality of 
second spiral surfaces corresponding to the plurality of the first spiral surfaces, and 
wherein the user operation comprises rotating the knob to make the plurality of the 
second spiral surface push against the plurality of the first spiral surface, and the 
connection portion is broken consequently to separate the needle seat from the body. 
(Fig. 6) 

Regarding claim 9, Liu discloses a destructible safety syringe, comprising: a needle 
hub; a barrel including a body, a needle seat and a destruction device, the body 
containing an injection fluid, and the body having a first end and a second end, the 
needle seat being connected to the first end of the body through a connection portion, 
and the needle seat supporting the needle hub (Fig. 1), the destruction device being 
movably engaged with the first end of the body; and a plunger being disposed inside the 
body and being able to move along the axis; wherein, in response to an user operation, 
the destruction device breaks the connection portion to destructively separate the 
needle seat from the body. (Abstract.) 

Regarding claim 10, Liu discloses the destructible safety syringe wherein the needle 
seat and the body are molded as an integral one-piece casting. (Fig. 1) 
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Regarding claim 11, Liu discloses the destructible safety syringe wherein the 
destruction device includes a knob being rotatably engaged with the first end of the 
body. (Fig. 1.#26) 

Regarding claim 12, Liu discloses the destructible safety syringe wherein the needle 
seat further comprises a first spiral surface and the knob further comprises a second 
spiral surface corresponding to the first spiral surface. (Fig. 1) 

Regarding claim 13, Liu discloses the destructible safety syringe wherein the user 
operation comprises rotating the knob to make the second spiral surface push against 
the first spiral surface, and the connection portion is broken consequently to separate 
the needle seat from the body. (Fig 3 & 4) 

Regarding claim 14, Liu discloses the destructible safety syringe wherein the needle 
seat further comprises a plurality of first spiral surfaces, and the knob further comprises 
a plurality of second spiral surfaces corresponding to the plurality of the first spiral 
surfaces, and wherein the user operation comprises rotating the knob to make the 
plurality of the second spiral surface push against the plurality of the first spiral surface, 
and the connection portion is broken consequently to separate the needle seat from the 
body. (Fig. 6) 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. The factual Inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

5. Claims 7-8, & 15-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Liu (US 5,931,813) in view of Li (US 2004/0039334 A1). The claims differ from Liu 
in disclosing a cover. Li discloses the cover that when pushed allows the closed part to 
shelter the first end of the body after the needle seat is separated from the body. 
(Abstract.) Li additionally discloses the cover sheltering the first end of the body and the 
needle seat being pushed by the plunger to break the needle hub. (Abstract.) It would 
have been obvious at the time of invention to one of ordinary skill in the art to allow the 
cover to both push the closed part to shelter the first end of the body as well as to be 
pushed by the plunger to break the needle hub. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sonal Prasad whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3383. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kevin Sirmons can be reached on (571)272-4965. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Sonal Prasad 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3767 




